
Kate Hoey’s remarks are to be welcomed 

The Kate Hoey remarks are to be welcomed –  not for their meaning but for the debate they have 

sparked. Most people from a Catholic/nationalist background will be well aware that this kind of 

attitude is still ingrained throughout the north. Most will give examples of blatant discrimination in 

most areas but especially in employment (I could write a book). 

The introduction of the Fair Employment Act certainly helped the situation but more often than not 

only served to drive it underground. This more subtle form of prejudice has persisted but is fighting 

a rearguard action against the generations of confident, well-educated and unapologetic Fenians 

who see Irish unity now as a question of not if but when. 

Unionism has moved from a ‘not-an-inch’ mentality to pleas for sympathy. In unionist circles there 

is a belated realisation that the hell they put nationalists through only served to temper their resolve 

and has driven them to improve their lot. Young Catholics still suffer from deprivation and 

unemployment but so do young Protestants. 

I agree with Kate Hoey when she says: “I support the ongoing work to encourage those, especially 

from working-class loyalist communities, to engage in education and seek entry to professional 

vocations such as journalism, law and public service” – but not her reasoning. The days when 

unionists were assured of jobs in engineering and shipbuilding are over but the sense of entitlement 

still lingers. 

This, and poor leadership, has demotivated young people in unionist areas and this must be tackled 

if we are ever to have a fair and equal society as envisioned by the constitution. Kate Hoey should 

be careful what she wishes for – a well-educated unionist electorate may just vote for unity. Those, 

at least, that can rise above their cultural programming.
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